
Unit 1
Monitor for Meaning

Duration Beginning and End of Each Grading Period (First Reading Engagement Inventory conducted first week of September) & 
Ongoing Throughout School Year Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RL.1.B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings using 
context, affixes, or reference materials.

9-10.RI.1.B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative, and content-specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference materials.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.

9-10.RL.2.C Analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices and syntax on meaning and tone.



Unit 2
Visualizing

Duration 3 weeks (Introduction September & Ongoing Throughout School Year) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RL.1.C Interpret visual elements of a text and draw conclusions from them (when applicable).
9-10.RI.1.C Interpret visual elements of a text including those from different media and draw conclusions from them (when applicable).

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.



Unit 3
Background Knowledge

Duration 2 weeks (Introduction in October & Ongoing Throughout School Year) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RL.1.D
Using appropriate text, determine two or more themes in a text, analyze their development throughout the text, and relate the 
themes to life experiences; provide an objective and concise summary of the text.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.



Unit 4
Questioning

Duration 2 weeks (Introduction in October & Ongoing Throughout School Year) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.W.1.A
Conduct research to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; gather multiple relevant, credible sources, print and digital; integrate information using a standard citation system.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.



Unit 5
Opinions

Duration 2 weeks (Introduction in November & Ongoing Throughout School Year) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RI.2.D
Evaluate an author’s argument, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious reasoning.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.



Unit 6
Inferences

Duration 3 weeks (Introduction Last Week of November through December) Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RL.1.A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

9-10.RI.1.A
Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.



Unit 7
Vocabulary Building

Duration Beginning and End of Each Grading Period (First Reading Engagement Inventory conducted first week of September) & 
Ongoing Throughout School Year Assessed

Priority Standard(s) 9-10.RL.1.B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings using 
context, affixes, or reference materials.

9-10.RI.1.B
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative, connotative, and content-specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference materials.

Supporting Standard(s) 9-10.RL.3.D Read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, independently and proficiently.
9-10.RI.3.D Read and comprehend informational text independently and proficiently.
9-10.SL.1.A Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals, deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

9-10.SL.1.B

Delineate a speaker’s argument and claims, evaluating the speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and evidence in order to propel 
conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

9-10.SL.1.C
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives including those presented in diverse media, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, resolve contradictions when possible, and determine what additional information or research is needed.

9-10.RL.2.C Analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices and syntax on meaning and tone.


